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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. SEQ Regional Conference and Orica Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Registrations for the qldwater SEQ Conference and Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test to be held at the Maroochy Surf Club on Thursday, 15 March 2012 are now open and available on our website at http://www.qldwater.com.au/Water_Taste_Test_and_Conference_SEQ. Earlybird registrations close on Friday 1 March.

With a great venue and an excellent line-up of speakers talking about topics of interest in your region, the event promises to be a great learning experience and networking opportunity.

The SEQ regional event is sponsored by Dial Before You Dig and kindly hosted by Unitywater and open to members from Allconnex Water (Logan, Redland City, Gold Coast City Council areas), Bundaberg Regional Council, Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council, Gympie Regional Council, North Burnett Regional Council, Queensland Urban Utilities (Brisbane, Somerset, Scenic Rim, Lockyer Valley, Ipswich Council areas), South Burnett Regional Council, Unitywater (Moreton Bay, Sunshine Coast Regional Council areas) and Wide Bay Water Corporation (Fraser Coast Regional Council).

We urge you to come along and enjoy the day – and don’t forget to bring a water sample and have a go at the Best of the Best Water Taste Test!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. BoM Data Upload via SWIM

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For those people uploading BoM data via SWIM please remember that for it to be a valid entry BoM require all 3 of these parameters to be completed: a date, a value and a BoM quality code. Importantly, the value must be a number. Recently we have detected non-numbers in the value ‘cell’. If you are missing data it would be preferable for you to enter “ND” in the value cell and “F” in the BoM quality code cell. Alternatively, the value cell can be left blank. 

Note that from the 2nd February on if non-numbers (except “ND”) are entered into the value cell (such as n/a, n.r, or unknown) this will result in the file being rejected and an informative email will be sent to you explaining what needs to be fixed.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Latest DERM Draft Code of Environmental Compliance & Draft Guidelines for ERA(63)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As reported in e Flashes 132 and 150, the industry has been discussing with the DERM practical approaches for regulating Environmentally Relevant Activity 63 (ERA 63) which covers large sewage pumping stations (i.e. > 40kL per hour (11L/s).  Under the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008, all WSPs were required to have Development Approvals and a Registration Certificate for all large pumping stations from January 2009 - an unachievable task for most communities.

Following discussions with a qldwater industry expert-panel and comments on various drafts DERM have released a final draft of new guidelines and a draft Code of Environmental Compliance for dealing with large pumping stations. Comments from the industry expert panel addressing this issue, which includes representatives from Allconnex, Banana, Cairns, Gladstone, Longreach, Mackay, Queensland Urban Utilities, Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Townsville, Unitywater and Wide Bay Water, a joint industry response has been drafted and is available for comment (before Friday 10th) at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ReviewDocuments. (Members must log in first to access this document).  

If you require further information, please contact Rob Fearon on 0428 300 208.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. Ozwater’12 – 8-10 May 2012

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Australian Water Association (AWA) invites you to be part of Ozwater’12 to be held at the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour from 8 – 10 May, 2012.

Ozwater is an event like no other, organised by the industry for the industry where the issues that drive the industry are discussed and future directions decided. 

The Ozwater’12 Conference will feature inspirational international and national keynote speakers, numerous invited speakers, scientific and technical papers, case studies, workshops and poster sessions. This will be an opportunity like no other to network and engage with industry leaders and experts from all over Australia.

For more information please visit the Ozwater’12 website:  www.ozwater.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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